Delayed implantation can be experimentally induced in the rat by various procedures postponing the completion of the progesterone-oestrogen sequence which results in the uterine state of receptivity (Psychoyos, 1967 The endometria used for this study were taken from Wistar-strain rats ovariectomized on the 2nd day of pregnancy and treated daily with 5 mg of progesterone. On the 10th to 12th day post coitum, laparotomies were performed under ether anaesthesia and uterine samples about 5 mm in length were removed, fixed in a cold buffered solution of glutaraldehyde, separated into two halves by a longitudinal section through the mesometrial and antimesometrial poles, and then freeze dried and prepared for observation.
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